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contrary, he goes on to discourse very feelingly on the difference
between music-drama and opera; but I cannot help suspecting
that he thinks the superiority of the Wagncrian drama is the
result instead of the cause of the superior logic of the Wagnerian
system.

The most notable saying of Massenet's in the book is his
avowal that it was at Rome that he felt his first stirrings of ad-
miration for Nature and for Art. The point of this lies in the fact
that he ran away from home at fourteen to be a musician, and
played the drums at the Theatre Lyrique for six years at two
pounds fifteen a month before he won theprix dc Rome. There-
fore he recognizes in the above avowal the fact that musical
propensity and faculty is one thing and artistic feeling another.
Should Massenet require any instances to prove this proposition,
England can supply him with several eminent professors who
have been musicians by irresistible vocation all their lives, with-
out ever having been artists for five minutes.

One of Mr Hcrvey's stories about Massenet is too character-
istically French to be passed oven When he had to give a "read-
ing" of his Werthcr to the artists and officials of the Imperial
Opera House in Vienna, they all looked so imposing as they sat
in a magnificent room round the piano, that when he came in, an
unfortunate stranger with a reputation to live up to, and was
received with appalling solemnity by the director, he naturally
wanted to sit clown and cry, just like an Englishman. But an
Englishman would have died rather than have expressed his
feelings: he would have chilled the assembly by an air of stiff un-
concern, and played badly until he had recovered his nerve.
Massenet, with a frankness entirely honorable to him, promptly
sat down and cried away to his heart's content, whereby throw-
ing his audience into the most sympathetic condition. Another
anecdote tells us that "the impression made upon Vincent d'Indy
by Brahms' Requiem in 1873 was such that he forthwith started
for Germany in order to become acquainted with the master/' I
had a precisely similar impulse when I first heard that unspeakable
work; but I restrained myself, whereas Vincent appears to have